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Abstract 

The research is aimed to analyze the impact of the COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic and 

measures to combat it on the functioning of trade routes of the XXI century, as well as 

their innovation and industrial zones. Goal. Identification of the main areas of impact of 

the COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic and measures to combat it (in February-May 2020) 

on the functioning of the global transport and logistics system in terms of key routes of 

trade routes and modes of transport, determining the place and role of Russian communi-

cations and transport and logistics companies in servicing the functioning of trade routes 

in the new reality. Tasks. Consideration, systematization and analysis of various areas of 

impact of the pandemic and measures to combat it on changing the structure of the 

transport services market, digital transformation of the transport process and transport be-

havior of the population. Confirmation of the hypothesis that the increase in the share of 

rail transport in servicing the functioning of modern trade routes, which is observed dur-

ing the fight against the pandemic, should be continued in the future in order to prevent 

new outbreaks of infection, and improve the processes of commodity movement based on 

digital transformation, automation, robotics, and the expansion of the use of sparsely 

populated (unpopulated) transport and logistics technologies. Developing proposals for 

implementing the most effective corporate mechanisms for developing the transit econo-

my in Russia in the context of the new reality created by the pandemic. Methodology. 

The research uses methods of system analysis, evolutionary and institutional theory, the 

theory of industrial and technological balance, and the historical approach. Results. It is 

shown that in ensuring global economic relations, the pandemic has further strengthened 

the competitive advantages of railway transport as a low-traffic transportation technology 

in relation to the volume of transported goods. Promising directions for the development 

of the national transit economy, due to measures to overcome the pandemic, are outlined. 

Proposals were put forward on the directions of socio-economic development of Russia 

after the end of the active phase of the fight against the pandemic. Conclusions. The 

COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic has identified urgent problems in the functioning of 

transport and logistics systems, all types of transport, and international trade routes, and 

outlined prospects for their further development, taking into account the need to ensure 

sanitary and epidemiological security. In order to maintain the competitive advantages of 

rail transport in cargo transportation services along the Euro-Asian trade routes, it is ad-

visable to consider subsidizing container transport on the China – Russia – Europe route. 

The pandemic has become an incentive to accelerate the digital transformation of all 

transport and logistics processes, expand the use of remote jobs, and apply sparsely popu-

lated (unpopulated) transportation, storage, and handling technologies. Control functions 

and implementation of measures to prevent the spread and control infectious diseases can 

be delegated to the security units of the transit PPP company-the Eurasian transport and 

transit company (ETTC). This organizational and institutional structure is particularly 

relevant for the development of trade routes of the XXI century and their innovative and 

industrial belts in the North – South direction through the States of the South Caucasus 

and Central Asia. 
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The article was prepared in the framework of the state task of the MEI RAS, the theme of 

research «Modeling of socio-economic dynamics and structure of economic growth fac-

tors of the EAEU and other countries in the context of modernization». 

 

References 

1. Bernstein U. A splendid exchange. History of world trade / Translated from English. I. 

Lamberga – Moscow: AST, 2014. – 508 p. (In Russian). 

2. Wallerstein I. World system of Modernity. Volume II. Mercantilism and the consolidation of 

the European world economy, 1600-1750. / Edited by N. Protsenko. – Moscow: Russian Foundation 

for education and science assistance, 2016. – 528 p. (In Russian). 

3. Glazyev S.Yu. Report on the deep causes of the growing chaos and measures to overcome the 

economic crisis. [Electronic resource]. – 06.05.2020. – URL: 

http://www.fa.ru/Documents/Glaziev_Chaos.pdf (Access date: 06.05.2020, In Russian). 

4. Zoidov Z.K. Increasing the level of economic security of Russia in the conditions of digital 

transformation of the economy / Under the editorship of corresponding member of RAS V.А. 

Tsvetkov. – М.: MEI RAS, 2018. – 111 p. (In Russian). 

5. Zoidov K.Kh., Medkov A.A., Zoidov Z.K. Public-private partnership-the basis of innovative 

development and security of the transit economy: Monograph / Introduction and scientific editorship 

by corresponding member of RAS V.A. Tsvetkov. – Moscow: Economic education, 2017. – 528 p. (In 

Russian). 

6. Ivanov V.P. Afghan drug hub. – M.: LLC «CVG», 2010. – 208 p. (In Russian). 

7. Klyushpis Y. China wants to accelerate the country's economy with the help of magnetic levi-

tation. [Electronic resource] – RZD-Partner, 06.05.2020. – URL: https://www.rzd-partner.ru/zhd-

transport/opinions/kitay-khochet-uskorit-ekonomiku-strany-s-pomoshchyu-magnitnoy-levitatsii/ (Ac-

cess date: 08.05.2020, In Russian). 

8. Comprehensive development of the territory of the Russian Federation on the basis of 

transport and logistics corridors. Actual problems of implementation of the megaproject «United Eura-

sia: TEPR – IETS» / Executive editor academician of RAS V.V. Kozlov, corresponding member of 

RAS A.A. Makosko; Russian Academy of Sciences. – M.: Science, 2019. – 463 p. (In Russian). 

9. Competitive advantages of digital cooperation: monograph / Under the editorship of corre-

sponding member of RAS V.А. Tsvetkov. – Moscow: MEI RAS, 2018. – 380 p. (In Russian). 

10. Roger Crowley. Venetian Republic. The rise and fall of the great maritime empire. 1000-

1503 / Translation from English by L.A. Igorevsky. – Moscow: Closed corporation «Publishing house 

Center-polygraph», 2015. – 446 p. (In Russian). 

11. About 300 trucks accumulated on the border of the Russian Federation and China in 

Transbaikalia due to traffic restrictions. [Electronic resource]. – RZD-Partner, 08.05.2020. – URL: 

https://www.rzd-partner.ru/auto/news/okolo-300-gruzovikov-skopilis-na-granitse-rf-i-knr-v-

zabaykale-iz-za-ogranicheniy-dvizheniya/ (Access date 08.05.2020, In Russian). 

12. Tsvetkov V.A. Main macroeconomic indicators of the Russian Federation at the end of 2019 

// Market economy problems. – 2020. – No. 1. – Pp. 5-24. DOI: https://doi.org/10.33051/2500-2325-

2020-1-5-24. (In Russian). 

13. Tsvetkov V.A., Zoidov K.Kh., Medkov A.A. On the evolutionary development of transit 

transport of temperature-sensitive cargo // Economics and management. – 2020. – Vol. 26. – No. 3. – 

Pp. 222-232. (In Russian). 

14. Tsvetkov V.A., Zoidov K.Kh., Medkov A.A. Modern trends in transport modes-the basis for 

the space of Eurasia // Economics and management. – 2020. – Vol. 26. – No. 1 (171). – Pp. 4-15. (In 

Russian). 

 

About authors 



 

 

Kobilzhon Kh. Zoidov, Candidate of Sci. (Phys.&Math.), Associate Professor, Head of Labora-

tory, Market Economy Institute of RAS, Moscow. 

 

Alexey A. Medkov, Candidate of Sci. (Econ.), Leading Researcher, Head of the Center, Market 

Economy Institute of RAS, Moscow. 

 

For citation 

Zoidov K.Kh., Medkov A.A. Impact of the COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic and its control 

measures on the functioning of trade routes // Market economy problems. – 2020. – No. 2. – Pp. 48-60 

(In Russian). 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.33051/2500-2325-2020-2-48-60 


